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The Enjoyment of Christ in the House of God 
Psalm 84 
84:1 How lovely are Your tabernacles, / O Jehovah of hosts!  
84:2 My soul longs, indeed even faints, / For the courts of Jehovah; / My heart and my flesh cry out 

/ To the living God.  
84:3 At Your two altars even the sparrow has found a home; / And the swallow, a nest for 

herself, / Where she may lay her young, / O Jehovah of hosts, my King and my God.  
84:4 Blessed are those who dwell in Your house; / They will yet be praising You. Selah  
… 
84:12 O Jehovah of hosts, blessed is the man / Who trusts in You.  
 
Further Scripture Readings: Rom. 5:10a; 8:3; Heb. 1:3b; 7:27; 10:10; John 1:29; Rev 1:5; 

Rom. 8:34; Heb. 7:25; 9:24; 10:19.  
 

I.  One of the central points of Psalm 84 is the two altars in the house of God, as revealed 
in verse 3—“At the two altars even the sparrow has found a home; / And the swallow, a 
nest for herself, / Where she may lay her young, / O Jehovah of hosts, my King and my 
God”. 

A. A “nest” is a place of refuge as typified by the brass altar.  
1. At the bronze altar, a type of the cross of Christ, all our problems before God are solved 

through the crucified Christ as the sacrifices; this qualifies us to contact God at the 
incense altar—Rom. 5:10a; 8:3; Heb. 1:3b; 7:27; 10:10; John 1:29; Rev. 1:5.  
a. We hide ourselves under the cross, escaping our troubles, and thus we are covered and 

have refuge.  
b. In our experience, before we were saved and came to Christ, we were without any 

safeguard, protection, or hiding place. But when we came to Christ we immediately 
found the solutions to our problems, a hiding place, and a refuge.  

B. A “home” is a place of rest typified by the incense altar.  
1. At the golden altar of incense in front of the Holy of Holies, the resurrected Christ in his 

ascension is the incense for us to be accepted by God in peace; through our prayer at the 
incense altar we enter into the Holy of Holies, our spirit—Rom. 8:34; Heb. 7:25; 9:24; 
10:19.  

2. As we go on to contact God and pray to Him, we have the sense that we are resting at 
home.  

C. Day by day we come to these two altars. We come to the cross, where we have refuge and we 
come to Christ, where we rest and are at home.  
1. We come to the cross by trusting in the Lord’s cleansing blood and by confessing our 

sins.—Heb 10:19; 1John.1:9.  
2. We come to Christ by praying to fellowship with Him and intercede for others—Phi. 1:4; 

6-7; 1 Tim. 2:1.  
 
Questions:  

1. What problems were solved by Christ on the cross? Rom. 5:10a; 8:3; Heb. 1:3b; 7:27; 10:10; John 
1:29; Rev 1:5.  

2. What is Christ doing in his ascension? Rom. 8:34; Heb. 7:25; 9:24; 10:19.  

3. How can we experience this according to the picture of the two altars?  



 
Hymn 
 

1. Once it was the blessing, 
  Now it is the Lord; 
Once it was the feeling, 
  Now it is His Word; 
Once His gift I wanted, 
  Now, the Giver own; 
Once I sought for healing, 
  Now Himself alone. 

All in all forever, 
  Only Christ I'll sing; 
Everything is in Christ, 
  And Christ is everything. 

2. Once 'twas painful trying, 
  Now 'tis perfect trust; 
Once a half salvation, 
  Now the uttermost; 
Once 'twas ceaseless holding, 
  Now He holds me fast; 
Once 'twas constant drifting, 
  Now my anchor's cast. 

3. Once 'twas busy planning, 
  Now 'tis trustful prayer; 
Once 'twas anxious caring, 
  Now He has the care; 
Once 'twas what I wanted, 
  Now what Jesus says; 
Once 'twas constant asking, 
  Now 'tis ceaseless praise. 

4. Once it was my working, 
  His it hence shall be; 
Once I tried to use Him, 
  Now He uses me; 
Once the pow'r I wanted, 
  Now the Mighty One; 
Once for self I labored, 
  Now for Him alone. 

5. Once I hoped in Jesus, 
  Now I know He's mine; 
Once my lamps were dying, 
  Now they brightly shine; 
Once for death I waited, 
  Now His coming hail; 
And my hopes are anchored 
  Safe within the veil. 

 


