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(8)  
Christ as the Cornerstone for God’s Building  

Psalms 118:22 The stone which the builders rejected/ Has become the head of the corner.  
Isa. 28:16  Therefore thus says/The Lord Jehovah:/Indeed I lay a stone in Zion as a foundation, /A 

tested stone, /A precious cornerstone as a foundation firmly established; /He who 
believes will not hasten away.  

Zech. 3:9a  For here is the stone that I have set before Joshua – upon one stone are seven eyes.  
 
Scripture Readings: Matt. 21:42; Eph. 2:20-22; 1 Pet. 2:5; Acts 4:11; Isa. 28:16 
 
I. Christ is not only the Lamb for redemption; He also is the stone for God’s Building—

Psa. 118:22-26; Isa. 28:16; John 1:29; Acts 4:10-12. 
II. In Psalms 118:22 Christ is revealed as the cornerstone:  

A. “The stone which the builders rejected/Has become the head of the corner,” the chief 
cornerstone—v. 22; Matt 21:42.  
1. The Stone is Christ, who is for God’s building –Isa. 28:16; Zech. 3:9.  
2. The builders are the Jewish leaders, who should have been working on God’s building—

Matt. 21:42.  
3. When the Jewish builders rejected Christ, they rejected Him as the cornerstone, the One 

who should join the Gentiles to them into a holy temple in the Lord—Eph. 2:20-22.  
4. In Ephesians 2:20 we see Christ as the cornerstone that joins together the two walls, one 

wall being the Jewish believers, and the other, the Gentile believers.   
5. Christ as the cornerstone is for the building up of the church in the New Testament age—

Matt. 16:18; Eph. 2:20-22; 1 Pet. 2:5.  
a. For the building up of the church for the temple of God, we need to experience Christ 

as the cornerstone—vv. 6-7.  
b. To God, Christ as the cornerstone is precious, and to us He is the preciousness—Matt. 

21:42; Acts 4:11; 1 Pet. 2:4, 6-7.  
c. In Christ, the cornerstone, all the building, including both Jewish and Gentile believers, 

is growing into a holy temple in the Lord—Eph. 2:20-22.  
III. We become stones not by outward regulation, but by inward transformation with Jesus; we 

become a part of Him; we become the living stones for God's building—1 Peter 2:5.  
A. We all are pieces of clay, but by drinking Jesus, by eating Jesus, by taking Jesus in, we will 

have a metabolic, organic change; the clay will be changed into stone—1 Pet. 2:2. 
B. Feeding on Christ by taking in the nourishing milk in the word of God is not only for growing 

in life but also for building up; growing is for building up. 
 
Questions:  
1. How do we experience Christ as the cornerstone?  
2. What did Christ as the cornerstone, for God’s building, accomplish?  
3. How does God’s building grow?  



Hymn 
1   Thou art all my life, Lord, 
      In me Thou dost live; 
    With Thee all God’s fulness 
      Thou to me dost give. 
    By Thy holy nature 
      I am sanctified, 
    By Thy resurrection, 
      Vict’ry is supplied. 
2   Now Thy flowing life, Lord, 
      Doth enlighten me, 
    Bringing in the spirit 
      Fellowship with Thee; 
    All my need supplying, 
      Making Thy demand, 
    Leading me to cleansing 
      And in Thee to stand. 
3   Thy anointing Spirit 
      Me shall permeate, 
    All my soul and spirit 
      Thou wouldst saturate; 
    Every part transforming 
      Till conformed to Thee, 
    Till Thy life shall bring me 
      To maturity. 
 
 
Old Testament: 
Psalms 118:22 The stone which the builders rejected/ 
Has become the head of the corner.  
Isa. 28:16 Therefore thus says/The Lord 
Jehovah:/Indeed I lay a stone in Zion as a foundation, 
/A tested stone, /A precious cornerstone as a 
foundation firmly established; /He who believes will 
not hasten away.  
Zech. 3:9a For here is the stone that I have set before 
Joshua – upon one stone are seven eyes.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 4  Lord, Thy life abundant, 
      Flowing, rich and free, 
    Constantly refreshes 
      And empowers me. 
    Death by life is swallowed, 
      Weakness is made strong, 
    All my bonds are broken, 
      Gloom is turned to song. 
5   I would give myself, Lord, 
      Fully unto Thee, 
    That Thy heart’s desire 
      Be fulfilled in me. 
    I no more would struggle 
      To myself reform, 
    Thus in me to hinder 
      What Thou wouldst perform. 
6   I would cease completely 
      From my efforts vain, 
    Let Thy life transform me, 
      Full release to gain; 
    Build me up with others 
      Till in us Thou see 
    Thy complete expression 
      Glorifying Thee. 
 
New Testament  
Matt. 21:42 Jesus said to them, Have you never read 
in the Scriptures, “The stone which the builders 
rejected, this has become the head of the corner. This 
was from the Lord, and it is marvelous in our eyes”?  
Matt. 16:18 And I also say to you that you are Peter, 
and upon this rock I will build My church, and the 
gates of Hades shall not prevail against it.  
Acts 4:11 This is the stone which was considered as 
nothing by you, the builders, which has become the 
head of the corner.  
1 Pet. 2:7-8 To you therefore who believe is the 
preciousness; but to the unbelieving, “The stone 
which the builders rejected, this has become the head 
of the corner,” And, “A stone of stumbling and a rock 
of offense”; who stumble at the word, being 
disobedient, to which also they were appointed.  
1 Pet. 2:4 Coming to Him, a living stone, rejected by 
men but with God chosen and precious.  
Eph. 2:20-22 Being built upon the foundation of the 
apostles and prophets, Christ Jesus Himself being the 
cornerstone; In whom all the building, being fitted 
together, is growing into a holy temple in the Lord; In 
whom you are also being built together into a 
dwelling place of God in spirit.

 


