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Christ Revealed in Psalms 

Campus Christians, Spring 2012 
(9) 

Psalm 119—The Functions and Blessings of God’s Law as His Living Word  
to His Loving Seekers 

 
Further Scripture Readings: Rom. 8:4; Phil. 1:21a; Exo. 19:8; John 5:39-40; Rom. 7:10-11; Gal. 3:21; 2 Cor. 
3:6-7, 9 

I. God’s law as His living Word is a blessing to His loving seekers: 

A. As God's living word, the law functions to minister the living God to His seekers 
119:2 Blessed are those who keep His testimonies, / Who seek Him with all their heart. 
119:88 Enliven me according to Your lovingkindness, / And I will keep the testimony of Your mouth. 

B. As God's living word, the law functions to dispense God Himself as life and light into those who love the 
law 

119:25 My soul clings to the dust; / Enliven me according to Your word. 
119:50 This is my comfort in my affliction, / For Your word has enlivened me. 
119:107 I have been greatly afflicted; / O Jehovah, enliven me according to Your word. 
119:116 Uphold me according to Your word that I may live, / And do not let me be ashamed of my hope. 
119:130 The opening of Your words gives light, / Imparting understanding to the simple. 
119:154 Plead my case, and redeem me; / Enliven me according to Your word. 

C. As God's living word, the law functions to restore man's soul and make man's heart joyous 
19:7 The law of Jehovah is perfect, / Restoring the soul; / The testimony of Jehovah is faithful, / Making the simple 
wise;  
19:8 The precepts of Jehovah are right, / Making the heart joyous; / The commandment of Jehovah is clear, / 
Enlightening the eyes;  

D. As God's living word, the law functions to bring us salvation 
119:41 May Your lovingkindness also come to me, O Jehovah, / Your salvation according to Your word. 
119:170 Let my supplication come before You; / Deliver me according to Your word. 

E. As God's living word, the law functions to strengthen (v. 28), comfort (v. 76), and nourish us (v. 103). 
119:28 My soul melts because of grief; / Strengthen me according to Your word. 
119:76 Let Your lovingkindness, I beseech You, be my comfort, / According to Your word to Your servant. 
119:103 How sweet are Your words to my taste! / Sweeter than honey to my mouth! 

F. As God's living word, the law functions to uphold us, keep us safe, and cause us to hope 
119:116 Uphold me according to Your word that I may live, / And do not let me be ashamed of my hope.  
119:117 Hold me up that I may be safe, / And I will regard Your statutes continually.  
119:49 Remember the word to Your servant / In which You have made me hope. 

G. As God's living word, the law causes us to enjoy God as our portion 
119:57 Jehovah is my portion; / I have promised to keep Your words. 

H. As God's living word, the law causes us to enjoy God's countenance (v. 58) and the shining of His face 
119:58 I entreated Your favor with my whole heart; / Be gracious to me according to Your word. 
119:135 Cause Your face to shine on Your servant, / And teach me Your statutes. 

I. As God's living word, the law causes us to enjoy God as our hiding place and shield (v. 114) and also 
enjoy God's help and well-dealing 

119:114 You are my hiding place and my shield; / In Your word do I hope. 
119:175 Let my soul live, and it will praise You; / And let Your ordinances help me. 
119:65 You have dealt well with Your servant, / O Jehovah, according to Your word. 

J. As God's living word, the law functions to make us wise and give us understanding 
119:98 Your commandments make me wiser than my enemies, / For they are always with me.  
119:99 I have more insight than all my teachers, / For Your testimonies are my musing.  

K. As God's living word, the law functions to give us proper discernment and knowledge 
119:66 Teach me proper discernment and knowledge, / For I believe in Your commandments. 
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L. As God's living word, the law functions to keep us from sinning and from every evil way 
119:11 In my heart I have treasured up Your word / That I might not sin against You. 
119:101 I have withheld my feet from every evil way, / That I might keep Your word. 

M. As God's living word, the law keeps us from stumbling (v. 165), establishes our footsteps, and causes us to 
overcome iniquity 

119:165 There is great peace for those who love Your law, / And there is no occasion of stumbling for them.  
119:133 Establish my footsteps in Your word, / And do not let any iniquity have dominion over me. 

II. Whether in our experience the law is positive or negative depends on the condition of our heart in 
receiving the law:  

A. If we love God, humble ourselves, and regard the law as His living word through which we contact Him and 
abide in Him, the law will become a channel through which the divine life and substance are conveyed to us 
for our supply and nourishment; being infused with God's substance through the law as God's word, we will 
become one with God in life, nature, and expression and will spontaneously live a life that expresses God 
and corresponds to His law—Rom. 8:4; Phil. 1:21a.  

B. However, if in coming to the law we do not seek God in love but rather separate the law from the living God 
as the source of life, the law, which was intended to result in life but cannot give life of itself, will become a 
condemning and killing element to us—Exo. 19:8; John 5:39-40; Rom. 7:10-11; Gal. 3:21; 2 Cor. 3:6-7, 9; 
cf. Exo. 23:19b.  

 
Questions: 

1. What are some of the functions of God’s law as His living word to His loving seekers? 
2. How do we experience God’s law in a positive way? What is the result? 
3. What will we experience if we come to God’s word in the wrong way? 

 
Hymn 

1. Jesus, O living Word of God, 
Wash me and cleanse me with Your blood 
So You can speak to me. 
 
Just let me hear Your words of grace, 
Just let me see Your radiant face, 
Beholding constantly. 
 
Jesus, living Word, 
My heart thirsts for Thee; 
Of Thee I'd eat and drink, 
Enjoy Thee thoroughly. 

2. Jesus, most precious One to me, 
I want to seek You constantly 
So you can spread through me. 
 
I would just call upon Your name, 
Open to you; I have no shame 
Loving You, Jesus Lord. 
 
Jesus, precious One, 
Be so real to me. 
You are all I want; 
I open wide to Thee.  

 

 

3. Jesus, Oh living One in me, 
Open my eyes that I might see 
All that You are to me. 
 
Just let me enter in Your heart, 
Never from You would I depart, 
Loving You constantly. 
 
Jesus, living One, 
Flood me thoroughly; 
Take my willing heart 
And overcome in me. 

4. Lord I want You to have Your way, 
Save me from being Satan's prey, 
I am believing You. 
 
All I can give to You, my Lord, 
Is my whole being, love outpoured; 
Lord, I belong to You. 
 
Jesus, faithful God, 
Gain us through and through; 
Use us thoroughly 
To see Your purpose through. 


