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Bible Study—Fall 2012 
The Crucial Points of the Truth in Galatians 

(4) 
Receiving the Spirit by the Hearing of Faith 

 
Gal. 3:2  This only I wish to learn from you, did you receive the Spirit out of the works of law or out of the hearing of 

faith? 
Gal. 3:5  He therefore who bountifully supplies to you the Spirit and does works of power among you, does He do it out 

of the works of law or out of the hearing of faith? 
Gal. 3:3  Are you so foolish? Having begun by the Spirit, are you now being perfected by the flesh? 

 
Scripture reading: Heb. 11:6; Gal 4:6; Gal. 3:23; Rom. 7:5; 8: 2, 9-10; 1 Cor. 15:45 
 

I. We have received the Spirit by the hearing of faith, not by the works of law—Rom. 10:17; Gal. 3:2. 

A. When people hear of the grace of God in the preaching of the gospel, something rises up within them to appreciate 
what they have heard. 

B. The grace presented to them becomes in them the faith by which they believe and receive the Spirit—Gal. 2:16; 3:2. 
C. When we believe into Christ we received the Spirit; Christ is not separate from the Spirit.—Rom. 8:2; 2 Cor. 3:17. 

II. God’s purpose and desire is to continually supply the Spirit to us—Gal 3:5.  

A. In Greek, the word bountifully means supplies fully, bountifully, and liberally—Phil. 1:19. 
B. On God's side, He supplies the Spirit bountifully; on our side, we receive the Spirit.  

III. Both the supplying of the Spirit and the receiving of the Spirit are by the hearing of faith, not by the works of 
law.  

A. The law was the basis for the relationship between man and God in the Old Testament (3:23); faith is the unique 
requirement for man to contact God in the New Testament (Heb. 11:6).  

B. Law is related to the flesh (Rom. 7:5) and depends on the effort of the flesh; faith is related to the Spirit, and trusts 
in the operation of the Spirit, the very Spirit who is the realization of Christ. 

C. To receive the Spirit by faith is God’s revealed way; it is in the light of God’s revelation and issues in life and 
glory—Rom. 8:2, 6, 10-11, 30. 

IV. God does not want us to be workers of law; He wants us to be hearers of His grace; as we hear His grace, grace 
spontaneously becomes our faith. 

A. By this hearing of faith we continually receive the supply of the all-inclusive Spirit. 
B. God desires that we become those who continually hear the faith which reflects His grace. 
C. The subjective aspect of faith implies at least eight items: 

1. Faith involves hearing; without the hearing of the word, there can be no faith.  
2. After hearing the word of the gospel, a sense of appreciation spontaneously rises up in those who hear. 
3. All those who appreciate the Lord Jesus will spontaneously call on His name. 
4. By appreciating the Lord Jesus and calling on Him, we spontaneously receive Him. 
5. It is possible to receive something without accepting it; faith involves both receiving and accepting. 
6. By receiving and accepting Him, we are joined to Him. 
7. We partake of Him and enjoy Him; faith partakes of and enjoys what it receives and accepts. 

In the preaching of the gospel, people hear of God’s grace. Then they appreciate it and call upon the Lord. They go 
on to receive, accept, join, partake of, and enjoy this grace, which is the Triune God processed to be everything to 
us. This is faith. 

Questions: 

1. Explain the contrast between Galatians 3:2 and Galatians 3:5. 
2. What does it mean that God supplies to us the Spirit? 
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3. How do we experience the subjective aspect of faith?  
 
Hymn 
 

1. Nearer each day to me, 
Dearer each day to me, 
This Person inside me is 
Becoming reality. 
Saving me, loving me, 
Faith and hope giving me. 
You're all the world to me Jesus, my Lord. 
 

2. Even when faith is small, 
When there's no hope at all, 
I hear Him say to me, 
Trust in Me and you'll see, 
That I'll supply all your needs, 
If only you will believe. 
All anxious doubts will cease, 
While trusting in Me. 

 

3. Thank You for being here 
Whenever I choose to turn and draw near 
Your arms are open wide 
Whispering just abide 
I cannot live by me 
Please show me until I see 
That I need nothing more 
Than Jesus my Lord! 
 
 


