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Read:	  	  	  Philippians	  1:19-21 

 
When Paul wrote to the Philippians, he was in prison in a foreign country, far away from his 

homeland. Paul had good reason to worry and be sad. Since his circumstances were so difficult, he could 
have easily wept about his situation. However, if Paul had been weeping instead of rejoicing, he could not 
have said, “For me this shall turn out to salvation.” If he had wept, he would not have experienced 
salvation in that environment. Suppose you were a Jew held captive in a Roman prison. Would you have 
rejoiced? I am sure we all would have felt sorrowful and homesick. But instead of weeping, Paul rejoiced 
in the Lord. For him, everything that happened turned out to salvation. 
 
 The salvation of which Paul speaks in 1:19 is not eternal salvation; it is not salvation from God's 
judgment. On the contrary, it is a daily, continual salvation, a salvation that can be applied at every 
instant. Experiencing such a salvation, Paul expected that no matter what the circumstances, environment, 
or suffering may be, he would not be put to shame. Instead, they afforded him an opportunity to magnify 
Christ.  
 

THE	  BOUNTIFUL	  SUPPLY	  OF	  THE	  SPIRIT	  OF	  JESUS	  CHRIST 
 

The key to Paul's experience of salvation was the bountiful supply of the Spirit of Jesus Christ. 
Through this bountiful supply of the Spirit of Jesus Christ, Paul's circumstances turned out to his 
salvation. He was saved constantly and instantly through this bountiful supply. Thus, the source of his 
daily salvation was the bountiful supply of the Spirit of Jesus Christ. If we would enjoy Christ and 
experience Him as our salvation in every circumstance, we need the bountiful supply of the Spirit. Just as 
this Spirit dwelt in the apostle Paul during his imprisonment, He also dwells within us today. Through the 
supply of such a Spirit, Paul enjoyed salvation and so do we. 

 
In verse 19 Paul says, “I know that for me this shall turn out to salvation through your petition 

and the bountiful supply of the Spirit of Jesus Christ.” The phrase bountiful supply was a special term to 
the Greeks of ancient times. It relates to a chorus, a band or group of people that performed by singing. 
The leader of the chorus was the choragus, who was responsible to supply all the needs of the chorus. 
Once a person had joined the chorus, there was no need for him to be concerned about the necessities of 
life. The choragus supplied all the needs of everyone in the chorus, the needs for food, clothing, lodging, 
and musical instruments. In using this expression Paul likened the supply of the Spirit, which is so 
bountiful to the supply of the choragus... What we have today is not a partial supply, but a bountiful, all-
inclusive supply.  

 
In	   Greek,	   Acts	   16:7	   speaks	   of	   the	   Spirit	   of	   Jesus.	   The	   Lord’s	   life	   on	   earth	   was	   a	   life	   of	  

suffering.	  Thus,	  the	  title	  “the	  Spirit	  of	  Jesus”	  refers	  in	  particular	  to	  the	  Spirit	  in	  relation	  to	  the	  Lord’s	  
suffering. In	  Romans	  8:9-‐11	  Paul	   speaks	  of	   the	   Spirit	   of	   Christ.	  According	   to	   the	   context	   of	   these	  
verses,	  the	  Spirit	  of	  Christ	  is	  related	  mainly	  to	  Christ’s	  resurrection. 
 

In	   Philippians	   1:19	   Paul	   speaks	   of	   the	   Spirit	   of	   Jesus	   Christ.	   Since	   the	   Spirit	   of	   Jesus	   has	  
particular	  reference	  to	  the	  Lord’s	  suffering,	  and	  the	  Spirit	  of	  Christ,	  to	  His	  resurrection,	  the	  Spirit	  of	  



Jesus	  Christ	  is	  related	  both	  to	  suffering	  and	  resurrection.	  In	  his	  imprisonment	  Paul	  was	  enjoying	  the	  
Spirit	  both	  as	  the	  Spirit	  of	  Jesus	  in	  suffering	  and	  as	  the	  Spirit	  of	  Christ	  in	  resurrection.	  Since	  he	  was	  
experiencing	  both	  suffering	  and	  resurrection,	  to	  him	  the	  Spirit	  was	  the	  Spirit	  of	  Jesus	  Christ. 
 
 Paul said the Spirit of Jesus Christ had become his salvation (Phil. 1:19). From what did this 
Spirit save him? This Spirit did not save him from his bonds or chains; rather, this Spirit saved him from 
being weak; it strengthened him and supplied him with all that he needed. By this Spirit, Paul in his 
imprisonment was able to magnify Christ without being defeated. This is salvation on the highest level. If 
we were taken by persecutors and threatened with death, we might pray, “Lord, save me from being 
martyred.” This kind of prayer indicates that we are already defeated. Instead, we should pray, “Lord, 
supply me with the bountiful supply of the Spirit of Jesus Christ that I may overcome such martyrdom.” 
This would be salvation on the highest level. 
 

We may have all kinds of situations in our school life, work life, marriage life, and in our 
relationships with others. These situations may cause us to be defeated. The only way not to be defeated is 
by the bountiful supply of the Spirit of Jesus Christ. Although the term the Spirit is short and simple, it 
denotes something which is all-inclusive. The Spirit is the secret of our victory. In human life, one of the 
most difficult things is to forgive people. To remember someone's mistake is easy, but to forgive 
someone's mistake is hard. To forgive means to forget. To forgive anyone's offense to the extent that we 
forget requires the bountiful supply of the Spirit of Jesus Christ. 

 
The Christ who lives in us is the Spirit with a bountiful supply and the One who empowers us. He 

has become one with us. Therefore, we do not have to depend on our own strength to keep the law and 
work out the righteousness which is out of the law. We have to reject ourselves, take Christ as life, and 
live by Him. Then He will be the bountiful supply in our spirit. If we allow Him to live out through us, 
then what is lived out is not our own righteousness but the righteousness of Christ.  

 
*	  *	  * 

 
With the Spirit of Jesus Christ there is a bountiful supply. This supply is like an all-inclusive 

drink containing many ingredients. Everything we need is in this divine beverage. Instant salvation 
always comes from this bountiful supply of the Spirit of Jesus Christ. When we pray in a genuine way 
and when we call on the name of the Lord, we enjoy the riches of the bountiful supply of the Spirit. Then 
instead of being put to shame, we experience a glorious salvation. This salvation causes Christ to be 
magnified in us.  

 
Today the Lord Jesus is the Spirit in us, and this Spirit has a bountiful supply. He supplies 

whatever we need. By this Spirit we take Christ as our life for our living. By this Spirit we take Christ as 
our pattern for our expression. By this Spirit we take Christ as our goal and our pursuit in seeking. By this 
Spirit we are really able to do all things in the One who strengthens us, and this is our secret in our 
Christian life.  
 
 
 
Questions:  
1. What is this “bountiful supply of the Spirit of Jesus Christ” mean? 
2. How is the Spirit related to our living Christ in our daily life?  


