
Christian Students Bible Study – Fall 2013 

 
Philippians - Week 8 

 
Read: Philippians 3:12-21 

PURSUING CHRIST 
 
In verse 12 Paul says, “Not that I have already obtained or am already perfected, but I 

pursue, if also I may lay hold of that for which I also have been laid hold of by Christ Jesus.” The 
Greek word rendered perfected also means “completed or matured in life.” Paul’s meaning here 
is that he was still growing, for he did not regard himself as one who had reached maturity. If 
Paul needed to say that he had not already obtained or was not already perfected, even though 
he had so much growth in life and so much experience of Christ, how much more should we 
have such an attitude about ourselves! 

 
We need to realize that Christ has gained us that we might gain Him. The Greek word 

translated “lay hold of” may also be rendered “gain, grasp, or get possession of.” It may even be 
rendered “seize.” Paul aspired to gain that for which he had been gained by Christ Jesus. At the 
time of his conversion, Paul was gained by Christ. Christ had gained Paul with the intention that 
Paul would gain Him. Christ gained us not merely for the sake of forgiveness, redemption, 
salvation, or heaven. He gained us for the definite purpose that we might gain Him. 

 
Christ has laid hold of us that we might lay hold of Him. He has gained us that we might gain 

Him. Not even when Paul was writing to the Philippians did he regard himself as having gained 
Christ in a full way. Rather, he was still pursuing Christ in order to gain Him. Thus, the Christian 
life is a life of gaining Christ. How much have you gained of Christ? This is a crucial question. 
We grow in life by gaining Christ. The degree to which we have gained Christ is the degree to 
which we have grown with Christ. We all need to gain Christ in order to grow in life. Spiritual 
growth is measured by how much we have gained of Christ. 

 
Even though Paul had experienced and gained Christ tremendously, he did not consider 

that he had experienced Him in full or gained Him to the uttermost. Paul knew that Christ is 
unsearchably rich, that there is a vast territory of His riches to be possessed. He pursued 
continually to gain these riches and to advance further into this territory. For this reason he 
said, “one thing I do: Forgetting the things which are behind and stretching forward to the 
things which are before, I pursue toward the goal” (vv. 13b-14a). He was still advancing toward 
the goal—the gaining of Christ to the fullest extent. 

 
In Philippians chapter 3, Paul shows us our need to gain Christ. Christ is the goal and also 

the prize. Do not be distracted by the effort to understand just what kind of prize you will 
obtain when you reach the goal. What is crucial is that you realize that, according to the divine 
revelation, God has set forth Christ as your goal and prize. Furthermore, He has called you to 
stretch forth toward the goal. 
 

We must run as a person runs in a race, forgetting the things that are behind and stretching 
forward to the things that are before to pursue toward the goal. While we are on the path of 
following the Lord and pursuing Him, looking behind is a great hindrance. No one who runs in a 



race looks backward continually to see how well or how bad he has run. If one wants to run 
well, he must forget the things which are behind and stretch forward to the things which are 
before. We must realize that if we hold on to our experiences in the past, whether good or bad, 
they will become a hindrance to us. 
 

In Exodus we see that yesterday's manna can never be today's food; if we keep it, it will 
stink and breed worms. How pitiful to be continually referring to some experience of ours ten 
or twenty years ago. We need to experience Christ daily and even hourly in a new way. While 
you were experiencing those things in the past even though you were experiencing them in the 
presence of the Lord. The Lord, however, is going on today. Why stay there? We must press on, 
forgetting the things which are behind. If we want to obtain the reward, we must forget the 
things which are behind, all the things of the past, whether good or bad, successes or failures; 
we must forget the things of the past and stretch forward to the things before us on the path. 

 

* * * 
 

We should not be satisfied simply with Bible knowledge, not even with the knowledge of 
Philippians 3. We need to have the actual pursuing of Christ. The Greek word for pursue can 
also be translated “persecute.” Before Paul was saved, he was persecuting Christ in a negative 
way. After he was saved, he pursued Christ to such an extent we may even say he persecuted 
Christ, but in a very positive way. To persecute a person is to trouble him and refuse to let him 
go. Before Paul was saved, he bothered Christ and would not let Him go, persecuting Him 
negatively. But after he was saved and had been gained by Christ, he still persecuted Him, but 
positively, for he refused to let Christ go. We also should persecute Christ in this way. This is to 
pursue Christ in order to gain Him. Do not let Christ go. Bother Him, persecute Him, in order to 
gain Him. We need to be impressed with the need to pursue Christ and be stirred up to seek 
Him even in a persecuting way. Do not allow Christ to get away from us, but seek Him, pursue 
Him, persecute Him in such a positive way. Then we will gain Him. 
 

The Bible shows that we cannot stop pursuing the Lord, because the Lord is inexhaustible 
(Deut. 8:7-9; Eph. 3:8). His riches are boundless and unlimited, and His breadth, length, height, 
and depth, like the dimensions of the universe, are unsearchable (v. 18). In addition to our 
personal pursuit we should pursue Christ with other believers. We often fall into a situation 
that we cannot handle by ourselves. For this reason, we need to realize that we are not running 
the race on our own; we really need one another and we should run the race altogether. Second 
Timothy 2:22 says, “Pursue...with those who call on the Lord out of a pure heart.” This is the 
way that we must take. 
 

Questions: 

1. Why do we need to pursue Christ? How do we pursue Him? 
2. What did Paul mean “one thing I do: Forgetting the things which are behind and stretching 
forward to the things which are before” in verse 13? What kind of attitude should we have 
when we are pursuing the Lord? 
 


